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opinion of Count Berchtold, it was not probable that our
step would become known in St. Petersburg before the de-
parture of the President of the French Republic, but even if
this should happen, he would see no great disadvantage
in it, as we had observed sufficient regard for courtesy in
waiting for the end of his visit. On the other hand, for
diplomatic reasons, he would be decidedly opposed to any
further postponement, since they were already beginning
to get nervous in Berlin and news of our intentions had
already leaked out at Rome, so that he could not be re-
sponsible for undesirable incidents if they should postpone
the matter longer.103
After Conrad, the Chief of Staff, had made a statement
about military operations, and had reassured Tisza as to
the safety of Transylvania from possible Rumanian up-
risings or invasion, Tisza renewed the request which he had
made on July 14, that the Council unanimously declare that
"no plans of conquest by Austria were connected with the
action against Serbia, and that, with the exception of recti-
fications of frontier necessary for strategic reasons, Austria
did not wish to annex a single bit of Serbian territory."
Berchtold remarked that he would accept this "only with a
certain reserve":
Austria, in case of victory over Serbia, ought not to
annex any of her territory, but should seek to reduce her
size so that she would no longer be dangerous, by ceding
as large parts of Serbian territory as possible to Bulgaria,
Greece, Albania, and possibly to Rumania also. The situa-
tion in the Balkans might change; it was not at all impos-
sible that Russia might succeed in overturning the existing
cabinet at Sofia, and in bringing into power again there a
government hostile, to Austria; Albania also was no de-
103 Minutes of the Ministerial Council, July 19; A.R.B., I, 26; Gooss,
p. 101 fi, The date of presentation at Belgrade was later changed from
5 P.M. to 6 P.M., in order to make more certain that Poincare should
have left Russia before the news reached St. Petersburg; Berchtold to
Qiesl, July 23, A.R.B., I, 62; see also note 76 above.